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An Austrian daredevil plummeted into the 
record books today (Oct. 14), breaking the 
mark for highest-ever skydive after leaping 
from a balloon more than 24 miles above 
Earth's surface. Add one more feat: Going 
supersonic.
Felix Baumgartner stepped into the void 
nearly 128,000 feet (39,000 meters) above 
southeastern New Mexico Sunday at just 
after 12 p.m. MT then landed safely on the 
desert floor about 20 minutes later. His 
harrowing plunge shattered the skydiving 
altitude record, which had stood for more 
than 50 years, and it notched a few other 
firsts as well.
Baumgartner became the first skydiver 
ever to break the sound barrier, which is 
about 690 mph (1,110 kph) at such lofty 
heights. 
"I know the whole world is watching now, 
and I wish the world could see what I see," 
Baumgartner said just before the leap. 
"And sometimes you have to go up really 
high to see how small you really are."
Preliminary results of the jump showed 
Baumgartner spent about 4 minutes and 
20 seconds in freefall (a record without a 
drogue parachute). His maximum speed 
was 833 mph (1,342.8 kph), said Brian 
Utley, an air sports official watching over 
event.

The jump's top speed was thus Mach 1.24 
— considerably faster than the speed of 
sound. Applause and cheers erupted in a 
post-jump press conference as Utley 
relayed the good news.

Baumgartner said he didn't feel anything 
different while breaking the sound barrier.

"When you're in that pressure suit, you 
don't feel anything. It's like being in a cast," 
he said.

Baumgartner's mission set the record for 
highest-ever manned balloon flight, officials 
said. Project officials touted the skydive as 
a "space jump," calling it a "Mission to the 
Edge of Space."
The officially recognised space border is 
actually higher, however. Most experts 
generally regard space to begin at an 
altitude of 62 miles (100 kilometers), or 
about 327,000 feet.

Prior to this mission no personal parachute 
system had ever been used for a 
supersonic freefall from the edge of space. 
Years of development and testing resulted 
in this revolutionary new technology which 
has allowed Baumgartner to complete his 
fall. 
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When is this due?Instructions

Read the text 
carefully to 
complete the 
questions.

Teacher □

Peer □

Self □

1. Felix Baumgartner is what 
nationality? 
Welsh         ☐
French        ☐
German       ☐
Austrian ☐
2. Fill in the missing numbers from the 
option below, for the following 
sentence in the text.

2,  4,  10,  20,  40,  60,  100,  125

Preliminary results of the jump showed 
Baumgartner spent about __  minutes 
and __ seconds in freefall. 

3. His harrowing plunge shattered the 
skydiving altitude record,

Suggest a synonym for the word 
shattered. _____________________

4. Find and copy the sentence that 
suggests the skydive was record 
breaking.
_____________________________
_________________________
_________________________

5. According to the text, Project 
officials touted the skydive as a “space 
jump”, calling it a,

Mission to Mars                               ☐
Mission to the edge of the world ☐
Mission to the edge of space ☐
Mission impossible                           ☐

6. Find and copy the sentence that 
suggests how long the parachute took 
to be developed. 
________________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

7. The technology of the parachute has 
been described as:

Revolutionary                 ☐
Extraordinary                ☐
Superb                           ☐
New                               ☐

8. Fill in the missing word from the 
text. 
‘Baumgartner said he didn't feel 
___________ different while 
breaking the sound barrier.’
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